LAS POSITAS COLLEGE

BASIC SKILLS COMMITTEE
(BaSk)
February 24, 2010
Room 2014
MINUTES
Present: Lisa Everett, Jonathan Brickman, Dale Boercker, Nancy Wright, Paula Shoenecker, Philip Manwell, Karin Spirn, Jessica Hansen, Elena Cole, Tina Inzerilla, Michelle Gonzales, Elizabeth Bettencourt.

1. Welcome
2. Approval of BaSk Proposal Form

a. Approved by committee, with slight edits and request for a timeline.

3. Presentation: Math and English Success by Repeater Status.
Presented by Drs. Amber Machamer and Nicole Holthuis 
Report available on the Basic Skills Website.
(Discussion captured below)
4. Who are the repeaters?  What is the profile of repeaters? Test scores? Why did they take a W?

5. Math Repeaters account for approximately 50% of the enrollments in Math 55 and Math 65.  Repeaters are more likely to be enrolled in the “split” courses (Math 55X/Y or A/B, Math 65 Y or A/B.

6. Efforts towards student success in Math should be analyzed.  More resources, such as simply adding more sections, may not be the answer.  Rather, improvements with documented student success need more resources.  Let’s try something different: new curriculum, Supplemental Instruction, Cohort of classes, “side car classes” to assist struggling students, include more study skills, time management, student success strategies into curriculum.
7. How can we ID those who actually need help?  Can we prioritize the use of resources towards those that need it most?

8. Supplemental Instruction may be able to provide some assistance, especially in light of ILC faculty hours being reduced due to budget.  BaSk will look into SI models and piloting SI for Math in Fall 2010.
9. Staff Development needs to focus on Learning Strategies.  Perhaps BaSk can sponsor a Learning Strategies/ Improving Student Success Open House similar to the LC Open House hosted Fall 2009.  Invite FT and adjunct faculty (stipend for adjuncts).  Incorporate into New Faculty Training.  We need more embedded flex!!

10. Upcoming meetings:

March 10, 2:45-4:15pm, Room 2014 – Assessment continued…

· Review work of Assessment Taskforce pertaining to Assessment Website 

· Review information regarding ESL Assessment information

March 24, 2:45-4:15pm, Room 2014 – Online Orientation

· Student Services to present draft online orientation to BaSk committee for discussion.
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