LAS POSITAS COLLEGE

BASIC SKILLS COMMITTEE
(BaSk)
March 24, 2010
Room 2014

MINUTES
1. Present:  Lisa Everett, Philip Manwell, Nancy Wright, Dale Boercker, Elizabeth Bettencourt, Jonathan Brickman, Angella VenJohn, Karin Spirn, Elena Cole, Jessica Hansen, Robin Roy, Michelle Gonzales, Tina Inzerila.
2. Basic Skills Project Proposal Form and Process being presented today to Academic Senate for their consideration on April 14. Call for proposals will be sent out after Senate approval. Due date will need to be extended to May 1. BaSk Committee will be able to review proposals at May 5 meeting.
3. The LPC Assessment Website work session continued
· See Below
4. Announcements

5. Upcoming meetings: 
· April 14, 2:45-4:15pm, Room 2014 
· April 28, 2:45-4:15pm, Room 2014 

· May 12, 2:45-4:15pm, Room 2014 

Basic Skills Committee 

Meeting 3/24/2010
Working session #2 on Assessment Website and information communicated to students pre-assessment

(Updated 4/1/10)

Underlying premises:

· Creating an “ideal” assessment website and materials will take time.  Think about breaking it down into phases; start simple; keep in mind how format created now will link to future more developed material. 

· Provide accurate yet streamlined information to students.

· Not so much text.

· Keep it simple and “student friendly.”

· Provide clear information and additional resources, including “which test to take”

· Incorporate ESL into the Eng and Math mix.

· Eventually incorporate a “student voice” or student video

Recommendations:

· Provide a link from LPC Home Page that is easier to find and more “student friendly.”

· Change to Spring 2010 Assessment Schedule link to go to Assessment Home.  Move Assessment Schedule up the L hand navigation bar.

· Accreditation, Budget Updates, etc… are not really important to students, yet they take up more space than “Getting Started”

· New students, current students links is confusing.

· There is too much on the front page.

· It is too difficult for students to find how they can “Get Started at LPC”

· Getting started page is too much.  Keep it simple! Can we ask for steps to be changed?? 1. Application 2. Assessment 3. Orientation (until assessment and orientation get flipped).  Most of the other information will be covered in Orientation.  LE to talk to Sylvia and/or Cheryl Rothman about this page. 

ASSESSMENT WEBSITE

Use a question/answer (FAQS) format;  Questions at the top of page; answers below) see below for content

Use “student” language 

Keep it simple

Any links provided on the page will open in a new window, so that when the student closes the new window, they are back at the initial assessment website  where we want them.

Consider locating video clip off to the side

What is assessment? 

Assessment is a tool used to determine your placement into the appropriate level of math and English courses.  All students should take an assessment before enrolling in courses at Las Positas College.  

Why is assessment important? 

Assessment places you into a specific level of English, English as a second language (ESL), math, or chemistry course.  It determines where you start in the sequence of courses and how long it will take for you to get your degree or transfer. When you come to take the assessment, we expect that you will try your best so that your results are as accurate as possible. 

Do I have to take an assessment test? 

We encourage all new students to take the assessment test, unless they fall into one of the following categories: 

Nancy—some language from current exemptions page

Add—if you’ve already taken the Early Placement Test (EPT) at your high school

Add—if you’ve taken it elsewhere, what then? --explain

If you have any questions about whether you should take a test, please contact our counseling department (add link to email). 

I have passed my high school courses.  Why do I need to take an assessment test? 

Jeff will explain

Mention that we are doing assessment in the high school for your convenience. 

Should I take the English or English as a Second Language (ESL) assessment? 

To choose between the English and ESL assessments, please answer the following questions:

1. Is English the first language you learned as a child?

2. Did you complete at least six years of education, including high school, in schools where all of your subjects were taught in English?

3. Do you usually speak English with your friends and/or co-workers?

If you answered “Yes” to two or three of the questions, select the English assessment.

If you answered “No” to two or three of the questions, select the ESL assessment.
What happens during the assessment? 
OR  What do the tests consist of? 

The English assessment is a multiple-choice test of reading comprehension and sentence skills, taken on a computer.  It will take __ hours. 

The ESL assessment includes a multiple-choice grammar test (45 minutes) and a short essay (30 minutes).  Both of them are written on paper.  


The math assessment is a multiple-choice test of math skills, taken on a computer.  It will take ___ hours. 

The Chemistry test is a multiple choice test from the American Chemical Society. The test is on chemistry subjects and is taken on paper.  This assessment does not require a scheduled appointment. Select any assessment from the schedule and attend it. Students may attend any assessment sessions indicated as FULL since an assessment appointment is not required.

Other information about chemistry on the assessment page follows (I'm not sure if we need to include it on our assessment web page).

Note: Prerequisites required for Chemistry 1A are (1) completion of Chemistry 31 (with a grade of "C" or higher) or appropriate skill level demonstrated through the Chemistry assessment process and (2) completion of Math 55 (with a grade of "C" or higher) or appropriate skill level demonstrated through completion of the Math assessment process

What should I expect on the day of the test? 

Angela and Nancy will write  (show up early, what to bring, what not to bring, etc). 

What classes could I get placed into? 

(link to “simplified” updated flow charts; get new info from recent CB21 coding)

Do I need to make an appointment to take my assessment?  How do I go about making one? 

Angela and Nancy—use current info on Assessment Schedule page

When and where can I take the assessment? 

Some students need to schedule, some can walk in (explain again)

Ideal time

Link to Assessment schedule

Make sure to change to room 711 at appropriate time

What should I do to prepare for my assessment? 

Tips (Michelle) and (link to practice guides)

What if English is not my first language? 
The ESL assessment is designed for people who didn’t learn English as their first language.

To choose between the English and ESL assessments, please answer the following questions:

1. Is English the first language you learned as a child?

2. Did you complete at least six years of education, including high school, in schools where all of your subjects were taught in English?

3. Do you usually speak English with your friends and/or co-workers?

If you answered “Yes” to two or three of the questions, select the English assessment.

If you answered “No” to two or three of the questions, select the ESL assessment.
What accommodations are available for students with disabilities? 

(take language from current site) 

What happens after I take my assessment?  

Nancy will write—get the results, see a counselor?, attend ORIENTATION!  

(process changing so that program planning will be the next step—starting for Spring 11)

What if I’ve taken a placement test at another school? 

Nancy will write

How often can I take the assessment test? 

Nancy will write

Next Steps: 

· Individuals to finish answers above —finish answers by April 14th

· Create a test web PAGE—by 4/21—Lisa will give her heads up now

· Get the video (draft version) embedded on the test site  

· Spruce up “getting started”

· Key faculty to run it by students prior to 4/28 BaSk meeting. —by 4/28 (invite Jeff’s ASLPC students and possibly others if necessary to that meeting)

· Make changes suggested by students on 4/28

· Check for needed links to other parts of LPC website 

· Finish by end of semester

