LAS POSITAS COLLEGE

BASIC SKILLS COMMITTEE
(BaSk)
September 8, 2010

Room 2411A
Minutes
1. Welcome and Introductions.  Present: Lisa Everett, Pamela Luster, Nancy Wright, Kimberly Tomlinson, Shohei Narron, Ruchira Majumdar, Robin Roy, Angela Amaya, Marty Nash, Michelle Gonzales, Jeanne Virgilio, Jonathan Brickman, Paula Schoenecker.

2. BaSk website demonstration.  Agendas, Minutes, Resources, etc… will be posted the BaSk website.  Handouts or printed materials will be kept to a minimum to help meet College sustainability and  “paperless” goals.

3. Recap of last year – the 2009-2010 Year End Report of the Basic Skills Committee

a. Kudos and thanks to last year’s committee

b. 2009-2010 Year End Report – reviewed and discussed. Since many of this year’s committee members are new to the Basic Skills Committee, the Year-End Report was used as a tool to summarize the work of last year and provide a perspective for this year. 

4. Goals for this year?????

a. Maintain our commitment to current projects

i. implement and assess institutional projects

ii. implement and assess practitioner-based projects

b. Provide Staff Development opportunities

i. ACTION: Committee approved funding up to 8 Conference Requests specific to basic skills.  Staff Development will manage these.  Conference attendees, upon their return, must share something related to basic skills with the college community as a condition of funding.  LE to notify SD of available funding.

ii. BaSk would like to offer workshops on best practices.  Spring Flex Day is a possible option.  

iii. Committee would like to explore on-going faculty development series/program specific to teaching and learning of underprepared students (this would be include students in all classes, not just basic skills classes).

c. Institutionalization of Learning Communities (LC).  BaSk sees the need to for all LC representatives to meet with scheduling, A&R, and others to discuss and solve LC challenges related to linking of courses.

d. Increase Supplemental Instruction (SI) Support

e. Provide assistance to Tutorial (especially in light of current budget cuts in that area).  Explore the possibility of tutors being compensated through alternative means such as Honor’s Contracts, Future Teacher internships. 

f. Should BaSK reassess in Spring 2011 using Part 2 – Assessment Tool for Effective Practices in Basic Skills?

i. Original assessment was completed March 2008

ii. Reassessment in Spring is still up for discussion, but Committee suggested looking at original assessment to see if committee goals are addressing the original assessment. 

5. Good of the Order?

a. Practitioner-Based Project Proposal Due Date is October 15, 2010.  Please inform your Divisions.  Committee requested that a written announcement about this be provided to BaSK Committee members to take to their Division. 

6. Next meeting:

a. Wednesday September 22, 2010 3:30-4:30pm, Room 2411A

ACTION: Committee approved funding up to 8 Conference Requests  or up to $3200 specific to basic skills.  Staff Development will manage these.  Conference attendees, upon their return, must share something related to basic skills with the college community as a condition of funding.  LE to notify SD of available funding.

